
On Wednesday, Septem-
ber 21, the long awaited
trial for Janice Ann
Brooks, former employee
of South Pittsburg Housing
Authority accused of steal-
ing over $100,000, finally
took place.  Brooks was in-
dicted, along with Leslie
Jackson, on June 4, 2015.

Brooks was indicted for
Theft Over $60,000 and
Theft of Property $10,000
to $60,000.

On September 21,
Brooks plead guilty to
both charges and received
a four year sentence to
serve with the Tennessee
Department of Corrections
(TDOC).  After her four
year sentence is up, she

will begin serving an eight
year sentence of super-
vised probation.

Brooks was ordered to
pay restitution once she is
out of TDOC. Brooks was
ordered to “pay regular
monthly payments towards
the restitution and court
costs,” as stated in the
Agreed Order of the court
obtained by Marion

County Newspapers.
In all, she was ordered to

pay the South Pittsburg
Housing Authority
$117,436.25 for “alleged
personal purposes on the
Housing Authority credit
card and unauthorized
payments” to herself.  She
was also ordered to repay
the Eldery Housing Au-
thority “$10,544 for unau-

thorized payments” to her-
self.” 

Brooks is to report to
TDOC  by 9 a.m. on De-
cember 19, 2016.

Terry Case, the former
director of South Pittsburg
Housing Authority, who
was also charged with
Theft, is set for hearing
again on October 17, 2016
at 9 a.m.
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At the last Bridgeport City Council meeting in September,
Mayor David “Bubba” Hughes and the city council members
invited everyone to come out on Monday, October 31, at 5:30
p.m. to a “Trunk-or-Treat” downtown. Bring your candy, open
your car trunk, and watch and marvel, as all the trick-or-treaters
show off their imaginative costumes, while vying for treats.
Local churches, grandparents, and parents are all encouraged
to set up their cars for the children of Bridgeport. The city will
also set up in the Community Center with treats again this year.

Susie Smith from The ARC of Jackson County requested a
donation of $1,000, which is the same amount the city has do-
nated for the last several years.  Arc of Jackson helps to “raise
opportunities and awareness for people with intellectual dis-
abilities,” according to their website.  Council members unan-
imously approved the request.

Kevin Thompson, a coach at the middle school, said that he
and Coach Kelly decided to purchase warm-up suits for the
boys' and the girls' basketball teams. The total cost to equip all

Bridgeport announces
Halloween plans

Brooks receives 12 year total sentence for SPHA 
and Elderly Board thefts
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Janice Brooks
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Mayor and council members present Kevin Thompson with a $1,500
check for warm-up suits for the boys' and the girls' basketball teams at
the middle school.

Cade Kennemore is a stu-
dent at South Pittsburg High
School, however he becomes
an entirely different person
when he is on the football
field. He is currently the wide
receiver and defensive back
for the South Pittsburg Pirates.
He is admired by his coaches,
his team, and his fellow stu-
dents. Kennemore spoke to
Marion County Newspapers
about his current career with
the South Pittsburg Pirates, his
past, and his promising fu-
ture. 

He stated, "I started playing
football when I was 10 in
fourth grade, and I've been
playing ever since. I started
out slow, but progressively,
my skills improved. My dad
was a coach, and he showed
me how to do everything.
That is how I know what to do
as a player now." 

Kennemore is doing ex-
tremely well now as one of
the key players of the team.
His performance is easily rec-
ognizable by anyone who has
ever seen him play.  "I feel
like I am playing pretty good.
I hope I am meeting expecta-
tions for the coaches, and my
team. The team is doing great.
There are high expectations
for the team this year, so I am
hoping I can do whatever I
can to exceed expectations.
My teammates are like my
brothers. We all have each
other's backs. We have been
playing together for a long
time. We have recently added
a bunch of new people, but
they adapted really well and
quickly became our brothers
too.   I really hope we go to
state this year, and win. That
is our goal this year,” said
Kennemore. 

Kennemore is very close to
his teammates, and his

coaches. His love for the
game is very apparent. "I want
to continue to pursue football
after I graduate. I want to get
a scholarship in football to
play at the college level,"

stated Kennemore. While he
is doing very well with the Pi-
rates in his junior year, he is
looking into his options for
playing football in college. 

Cade Kennemore speaks out about
his high school football career
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Makayla Mathews was crowned South Pittsburg High School
Homecoming Queen for 2016. Last year’s recipient, Kaija
Mitchell, crowned the new queen.
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Mathews crowned
Homecoming Queen

Carnival no show for Marion County Fair
Fun all around despite loss of rides

The Marion County Fair
board made arrangements and
signed a contract with the
Family Fun Tyme Amuse-
ments out of Michigan, in Jan-
uary, 2016, to set up for the
Marion County Fair on Sun-
day, September 25. The fair
ran from Tuesday, September
27, through Saturday, October
1.  At the very moment they
should have been setting up
the rides and equipment on
Sunday, word was received by
Marion County Fair board of-
ficials that the carnival was not
coming at all, breaking the
contract.

On Sunday morning before
the fair and on the day the car-
nival was to arrive, Sam An-
derson, president of the
Marion County Fair Board,
talked to the carnival owner
who was home in Michigan
for a family health emergency.
He said he wouldn’t be, there
but the manager would bring

in the carnival. Anderson
asked for the manager’s num-
ber but the owner couldn’t
give it to him right then and
said he would text Anderson
the number. Two hours later,
there was no text and no num-
ber, so Anderson contacted the
owner and finally obtained the
manager’s number. Anderson

phoned the manager who said
he’d be in about 12:30 p.m.
later that day, as they had just
finished up a week in Middle
Tennessee near Nashville. At
about 12:30 p.m., Anderson
called the manager again to see
if everything was going as
planned and the manager said
he’d be running late and ex-

plained something broke and
they needed to fix it. At 4 p.m.,
Anderson called the manager
once more and told him,
“Please tell me you’re on the
way here.” The manager told
Anderson that no, they were
not on the way and that they
were not coming at all. Ander-
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The Marion County Fair continued as scheduled, even though the carnival did not set up for
the event.
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Cade Kennemore, a junior, is one of the star players at
South Pittsburg High School.
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Special Correspondent
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