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OUTSIDE TODAYTigers defeat Grace Baptist
The Whitwell Tigers massively defeated Grace
Baptist at the team’s homecoming game. Prestel
named Homecoming Queen.
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Christopher Eugene Russell

Jasper Journal

Russell sentenced 
to 25 Years 

On October 4, Christo-
pher Eugene Russell re-
ceived his sentencing after
being found guilty of Sec-
ond Degree Murder, and
Aggravated Child Abuse in
the death of his 3 month
old son, Colin Russell. Ac-
cording to Court docu-
ments obtained by Marion
County Newspapers, Rus-
sell was sentenced by Judge
Thomas W. Graham to 25
years in prison for two
Class A felonies: First-De-
gree Murder and Aggra-
vated Child Abuse.
According to the judge-
ment, “the defendant, hav-
ing been found guilty, is
rendered infamous and or-
dered to provide a biologi-
cal specimen for the
purpose of DNA analysis.”
The story behind this

sentencing began on Satur-
day June 23, 2012, after
Russell’s son died of  “major
trauma to the brain.” In a
previous article published
in the Jasper Journal on July
3, 2012, Sheriff Ronnie “Bo”
Burnett explained that the
infant had stopped breath-
ing and an ambulance was
called to take baby Colin to
Grandview Medical Center,
now Parkridge West. From
there, the child was trans-
ferred to Vanderbilt Hospi-
tal in Nashville.” Burnett
stated the doctors at Grand-
view Hospital contacted au-
thorities, and that Russell
was being reviewed, at that
time, as a “person of inter-
est.”
During the investigation,

the sheriff ’s department
found enough evidence
against Russell to charge

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Joint investigation yields charges in
deadly pawn shop robbery and arson

In May of  this year, Jerry
Ridge, owner of Valley Pawn
Brokers in Whitwell, lost his
life to what we now know
was a robbery, but there was
much more involved in the
case.  Firefighters initially re-
sponded to a call of smoke at
4:30 in the morning.  They
had to break windows of the
business in order to gain

entry.  A fire inside the busi-
ness was put out, then fire-
fighters made the gruesome
discovery of Ridge’s body.
The Tennessee Bureau of

Investigation, Whitwell Po-
lice Department, and the
Marion County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice worked jointly on the in-
vestigation and subsequent
indictments on Angela
Denise Kilgore. 
According to Detective

Gene Hargis, Kilgore has

been indicted on all counts
including, “First Degree
Murder, Especially Aggra-
vated Robbery, Employing
Firearm in the Commission
of Dangerous Felony, Aggra-
vated Arson, Theft of Prop-
erty, and Felon in Possession
of a Firearm,” on Monday,
October 3.  

Press Release Courtesy of
TBI: 
Special Agents from the

Tennessee Bureau of Investi-

gation, working with investi-
gators from the Whitwell Po-
lice Department and Marion
County Sheriff ’s Office, have
obtained indictments for a
woman accused of robbing a
pawn shop, killing its owner,
and setting fire to the busi-
ness in an effort to cover up
the crime.
At the request of 12th Dis-

trict Attorney General J.
Michael Taylor, TBI Special
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Pictured are 2015 Fairest of the Fair Queen Shelby Givens and 2016 Marion County
Fairest of the Fair Amber Roberts. See more photos on page 13.
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On Wednesday, October 5, a group of brush fires off Interstate-24 caused a traffic standstill at
approximately 1:45 pm. In an eye-witness exclusive, smoke was seen from a few miles back.
Marion County Sheriff’s Department, and state troopers were on the scene trying to put out
the flames, before they spread. Along with traffic being caught at a standstill, cars going to-
wards traffic on mile marker 155, tried to turn around and back up towards the entrance ramp.
Multiple cars were stopped by the Marion County Sheriff Department in the process.

Carnival no show for Marion County Fair
Fun all around despite loss of rides

The Marion County Fair
board made arrangements and
signed a contract with the
Family Fun Tyme Amuse-
ments out of Michigan, in Jan-
uary, 2016, to set up for the
Marion County Fair on Sun-
day, September 25. The fair ran
from Tuesday, September 27,

through Saturday, October 1.
At the very moment they
should have been setting up
the rides and equipment on
Sunday, word was received by
Marion County Fair board of-
ficials that the carnival was not
coming at all, breaking the
contract.
On Sunday morning before

the fair and on the day the car-

nival was to arrive, Sam An-
derson, president of the Mar-
ion County Fair Board, talked
to the carnival owner who was
home in Michigan for a family
health emergency. He said he
wouldn’t be, there but the
manager would bring in the
carnival. Anderson asked for
the manager’s number but the
owner couldn’t give it to him

right then and said he would
text Anderson the number.
Two hours later, there was no
text and no number, so Ander-
son contacted the owner and
finally obtained the manager’s
number. Anderson phoned the
manager who said he’d be in
about 12:30 p.m. later that day,
as they had just finished up a
week in Middle Tennessee near

Nashville. At about 12:30 p.m.,
Anderson called the manager
again to see if everything was
going as planned and the man-
ager said he’d be running late
and explained something
broke and they needed to fix it.
At 4 p.m., Anderson called the
manager once more and told
him, “Please tell me you’re on
the way here.” The manager

told Anderson that no, they
were not on the way and that
they were not coming at all.
Ander-
son said the manager told him
that  all his ride operators quit
and they’d rather collect un-
employment than to stay on
the road and work this week,
and that they were tired.

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Racial slur incident reported at WHS

On September 28, an inci-
dent of a racial slur was re-
ported at Whitwell High
School (WHS). The incident
involved SRO Deputy An-
thony Gamble, who was ac-
cused of making a racially
offensive remark to a stu-
dent during a meeting of the
school’s survival club. 
We reached out to Direc-

tor of Marion County
Schools, Mark Griffith, for a
comment. He stated, “The
Whitwell High School prin-
cipal, Tina Casseday, told me
of the alleged incident. She
held her own investigation
to find out that, yes, it had,
in fact, happened.  It was a
survival club meeting. The
students were being shown
how to be able to survive in

the wilderness. That day
they were learning how to
skin a raccoon. Soon after
the meeting began, The
African-American student
asked the club what they
were doing that day, and the

officer said,” Today we're
skinning your brother." 
Since the incident , Gam-

ble has been suspended,
pending the internal investi-
gation of the Marion
County Sheriff ’s Depart-

ment. 
We reached out to Chief

Billy Powell for a comment.
He stated, “In regards to
SRO Deputy Anthony Gam-
ble, on Wednesday, Septem-
ber 28, at Whitwell High
School, Deputy
Gamble made an offensive
statement/remark to a stu-
dent there, and as a result
Deputy Gamble was placed
on suspended status pend-
ing our investigation, and
was taken off of the SRO
school program perma-
nently”. 
Marion County Newspa-

pers also reached out to
Sheriff Bo Burnett, but did
not receive a response by
press time.
Deputy Gamble, will re-

main on suspended status
until the end of the investi-
gation. 

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

By Marie Sutherland
Special Correspondent

Anthony Gamble

SEE CHARGES ON PAGE 3
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2016 Fairest of the Fair Queen Brush fire causes traffic jam near Kimball 
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