
The State of Tennessee
Department of Environ-
ment and Conservation al-
leges in a 24 page
document, that Thunder En-
terprises has violated the
Water Quality Control Act
and has assessed civil
penalties to total just over
$168,000.

Waterways included in
the allegations are an un-
named tributary to Kelley
Cove Branch, and an un-
named tributary to Pryor
Cove Creek, which the re-
port states are used for “fish
and aquatic life, and do-
mestic water supply.”  

Under state law, “Cover-
age under a permit, “prior
to discharging any sub-
stances to waters of the
state” or “prior to altering
waters of the state” must be
obtained.  The allegations
start with Chairman John
Thornton purchasing the
necessary coverage in Oc-
tober of 2011, then being
cited for “serious viola-
tions” in January of 2012.
Coverage and violations are
listed again until August of
this year when TDEC
states, “The August 4,
2016, trip report also iden-
tified a number of viola-
tions associated with the
three minor road crossings.
Of the three crossings, only

Crossing 1 was installed.”
March of this year re-

sulted in the following vio-
lations alleged by TDEC:

- Heavy machinery was
crossing the channel at lo-
cations without temporary
or permanent crossings as

required by the permit.
- Heavy machinery was

crossing at a location that
was not permitted.

- There were no EPSC
measures in place at Minor
Road Crossing #3.

- An unpermitted road

crossing was being used
downstream of Minor Road
Crossing #3.

- Sediment was released
to the stream channel at
three locations causing con-
ditions of pollution.

At the area associated
with permit TNR112089,
Division personnel ob-
served the following:

- The 8 sediment basins
identified by the SWPPP
for Phase II had not been
installed despite soil  dis-
turbance in those areas.

- The CAP for UNT to
Kelley Cove Branch had
not been implemented.  At
various locations EPSC
measures were either not
installed, inadequate, or not

properly maintained.
- Twice-weekly inspec-

tion forms were not accu-
rately documenting site
conditions.

- EPSC failure had re-
sulted in sediment dis-
charge to a stream and to a
previously restored wetland
at Fullerton Bluff, causing
conditions of pollution.

- NOIs for lot level con-
struction were not being
submitted as specified in
the SWPPP .

- The outfall at basin #8
located in Phase I was not
constructed in accordance
with the SWPPP.

-  Sediment had dis-
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On September 26, South
Pittsburg police officer
Josh Chance was dis-
patched to the river park,
where he found a victim
with a self-inflicted gun-
shot wound.

Prior to his arrival, sher-

iff deputies were already
on scene. Officers found
the victim lying across a
picnic table bench. The
victim was identified to be
South Pittsburg resident
Robert Lee Kanady. 

While at the scene, offi-
cers spoke to Christine E.

Depression takes
another life

On Wednesday, October 5,
a devastating accident oc-
curred at a local job site lo-
cated at 100 Old Jasper
Highway at the South Pitts-
burg Housing Authority apart-
ments.  A sewer line collapsed
with a worker inside. Marion
County Newspapers obtained
a report from South Pittsburg
Police Department that iden-
tified the worker as Brad Har-
gis. 

The sewer line was being
worked on by CDT construc-
tion.  After authorities arrived,
“Officers were advised that
the victim had been removed
from the ditch, and had re-
ceived extensive injuries. Of-
ficers secured the scene, and
blocked traffic for Life Force
to land while South Pittsburg
Fire Department, and Puckett

EMS assisted the patient,” ac-
cording to the report.  Hargis
was transported to Parkridge
West where he was later pro-
nounced dead. 

Loren Vaughn, one of the
construction workers from
CDT Construction stated,
“The best thing we can do
right now is whatever we can
for the friends, and family.” 

We reached out to the South
Pittsburg Housing Authority’s
Executive Director, Lisa
Bradford, for a statement.
Bradford stated, “There was
an accident. The proper au-
thorities are conducting an in-
vestigation.”

According to South Pitts-
burg Lieutenant Ryan Meeks,
the Occupational Safety, and
Health Administration is cur-
rently holding an investigation
as to what caused this horrific
tragedy. 

Sewer line collapses, worker dies
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On October 4, South
Pittsburg Elementary
School (SPES) held an as-
sembly to recognize bully-
ing in schools, and what
can be done to prevent it.
The week of October 3
through October 7, is when
South Pittsburg Elemen-
tary holds their Annual
Bully Awareness Week,  a
week where the students
and faculty recognize bul-
lying in schools, and ways

to prevent it both in and
out of the classroom. 

During the assembly,
there was a play performed
for the students by the
BrightStart Touring The-
ater Company out of
Asheville, North Carolina.
Melissa Ford and Shane
Murphy are both from the
theater company. 

Ford States, “Today we
are doing an anti-bullying
production. It is really im-
portant, especially at this

Bully Awareness
Week at SPES
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A small act of kindness
can really go a long way.
At least that is what the stu-
dents, and faculty at Mon-
teagle Elementary School
(MES) convey. On Tues-
day, October 4, MES de-
cided to open their hearts
and spread an act of kind-
ness throughout the day
with a Happiness Sprin-
kling, held in front of the
school. The students came
together with signs dis-

playing messages of love,
support and happiness.
They stood along the side-
walk in front of the school
and waved these signs hop-
ing to bring some happi-
ness to the local
community. 

April Dalton is the
school counselor and coor-
dinator of the event.  She
said, “This is our second
year doing this project with
the students. The Happi-
ness Sprinkling Project is a

Monteagle School
Happiness Sprinkling
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TDEC alleges Water Quality Control Act violated at Jasper Highlands

Vanessa Torres/South Pittsburg Hustler

A sewer line collapsed at a job site located at 100 Old Jasper
Highway at the South Pittsburg Housing Authority apart-
ments, claiming the life of a worker.
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Pictured are 2015 Fairest of the Fair Queen Shelby Givens
and 2016 Marion County Fairest of the Fair Queen Amber
Roberts. See more photos on page 10.

2016 Fairest of the
Fair Queen
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