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The State of Tennessee De-
partment of Environment and
Conservation alleges in a 24
page document, that Thunder
Enterprises has violated the
Water Quality Control Act
and has assessed civil penalties
to total just over $168,000.
Waterways included in the

allegations are an unnamed
tributary to Kelley Cove
Branch, and an unnamed trib-
utary to Pryor Cove Creek,
which the report states are
used for “fish and aquatic life,
and domestic water supply.”  
Under state law, “Coverage

under a permit, “prior to dis-
charging any substances to
waters of the state” or “prior to
altering waters of the state”
must be obtained.  The allega-
tions start with Chairman
John Thornton purchasing the
necessary coverage in October
of 2011, then being cited for
“serious violations” in January
of 2012.  Coverage and viola-
tions are listed again until Au-
gust of this year when TDEC
states, “The August 4, 2016,
trip report also identified a
number of violations associ-
ated with the three minor road
crossings.  Of the three cross-
ings, only Crossing 1 was in-
stalled.”
March of this year resulted

in the following violations al-
leged by TDEC:
- Heavy machinery was

crossing the channel at loca-
tions without temporary or
permanent crossings as re-
quired by the permit.
- Heavy machinery was

crossing at a location that was
not permitted.
- There were no EPSC

measures in place at Minor
Road Crossing #3.
- An unpermitted road

crossing was being used
downstream of Minor Road
Crossing #3.
- Sediment was released to

the stream channel at three lo-
cations causing conditions of
pollution.
At the area associated with

permit TNR112089, Division
personnel observed the fol-
lowing:
- The 8 sediment basins

identified by the SWPPP for
Phase II had not been installed
despite soil  disturbance in
those areas.
- The CAP for UNT to Kel-

ley Cove Branch had not been
implemented.  At various lo-
cations EPSC measures were
either not installed, inade-
quate, or not properly main-
tained.
- Twice-weekly inspection

forms were not accurately
documenting site conditions.
- EPSC failure had resulted

in sediment discharge to a
stream and to a previously re-
stored wetland at Fullerton
Bluff, causing conditions of
pollution.
- NOIs for lot level con-

struction were not being sub-
mitted as specified in the
SWPPP .
- The outfall at basin #8 lo-

cated in Phase I was not con-
structed in accordance with
the SWPPP.
-  Sediment had discharged

off site.
At the area associated with

permit TNR112743, Division
personnel observed the fol-
lowing:
- EPSC measures were ei-

ther not maintained or inade-
quate.
- Slopes were not stabilized

after 7 days.
- Twice-weekly inspection

forms did not accurately doc-
ument site conditions.
Additionally, “On August

11, 2016, Division personnel
visited Jasper Mountain. Divi-
sion staff observed land dis-
turbances outside of
permitted areas.”  
TDEC alleges damages in-

curred “during the course of
their investigation to be close
to $3,000, an “economic bene-
fit to Thunder Enterprises to-
taling almost $1,800 and civil
penalties at a staggering
$68,000, and a total of $34,000
“representing loss of resource
value for one to five years, with
$42,000 due within mere days
of the Order and Assessment.”
Marion County Newspa-

pers reached out to Thunder
Enterprises.  President Dane
Bradshaw stated, “First, we are
shocked and surprised at this
order, and we are anxious to
send our full response to
TDEC in the near future as we
have several issues.”  Bradshaw
added, “Many times the field
inspector for TDEC reported
violations that weren’t even on
our property.”
“They claim we only had

one out of eight detention
ponds completed.  Ironic that
the only one they located was
right next to the street that
doesn’t require the field in-
spector to get out of the car to

find.  The fact is that six of
eight are completed and the
remaining two are under con-
struction.  How they claim
only one has been completed
is another example of their in-
accuracies.  Our developer has
a terrific track record of going
over and above, to be compli-
ant with TDEC.  Dating all the
way back to when previous
developers at The Ridges at
Franklin Forest had multiple
violations, John [Thornton]
took the project over and
spent millions to right their

wrongs.  We’ve been develop-
ing Jasper Highlands for over
four years now and never had
any issues with TDEC until
they recently had a change in
management, who are respon-
sible for these inaccurate and
careless claims,” said Brad-
shaw.  “Prior to our company
owning the mountain, there
was constant flooding and
runoff coming off the moun-
tain.  We’ve since constructed
14 detention ponds holding
over 10 million gallons of
water from running off the

mountain which was a great
benefit during the Christmas
flood of 2015.”
Bradshaw added “Jasper

Highlands will press forward
with our community’s
progress, which represents
over 350 property owners
from 37 states resulting in 30
percent of Marion County’s
building permits, while also
contributing over $250,000 a
year in tax revenue.”
He said that they would be

submitting their response to
TDEC soon.

TDEC alleges Water Quality Control Act violated at Jasper Highlands

statewide associations co-
ordinate these efforts. In
this case South Carolina
put the call out first, They
said they needed help,
crews, and equipment who
can come and help. Plateau
Electric Co-op along with
us, and Oneida, Tennessee
sent the crews together.
Several other Tennessee
electric Co-ops sent crews

to Clay Electric in Florida.
Depending on where the
storm hits, is where we
send our people. We have
worked to help after storms
that occurred all over the
Southeast,” said Partin.
“All of the employees

who volunteered to go and
help are storm-seasoned,
and have prior experience
working in these condi-

tions. There are people
there from Bledsoe, Se-
quatchie, Marion, and
Grundy Counties. Our
statewide association, The
Tennessee Electric Co-op
Association, are the coordi-
nators of our Tennessee
Mutual Aid Responses.
When we had the torna-
does come through back in
2011, we had co-ops from

other states come and help
us. A principle of the co-op
business is cooperation
among co-ops. We work
together, and help each
other,” added Partin.
Instances like these show

us how, even in these times,
people are still willing to
come together, and help
each other. 

December 3 at 6 p.m.   
• The board approved

Summertime Metals,
whose representatives
presented a quote of ap-
proximately $13,000 for a
30x96x14 foot tall pavil-
ion for the park.
• An online payment

system was discussed in
order to change how bills
could be payed online.
Jasper will be sending
representatives to South
Pittsburg to go over their
online payment system. 
• Update on sidewalk

grant that began in 2013.
Changes were made in

the grant itself, and are
city officials are currently
awaiting approval. The
deadline for it is August
2018. The project has had

some great progress, and
city officials are confi-
dent it will be completed
before the deadline. 

When we arrived, they would come out in groups.
We gave the kids the opportunity to get inside the
cars, and the trucks. The kids had the chance to
turn the lights on, and some played in the back
seats of the police cars. At the end of the event, the
kids gave us thank you notes, and letters.” 
This is one of the many ways we see the commu-

nity come together to show the appreciation for
these brave men, and women. 

came to the event. I was
late, since my van wouldn’t
start and the hatch on the
hood wouldn’t release.
Luckily I was able to bor-
row my son’s car. The
Scouts and leaders were
there in force and able to
help out in all facets of the
walk. I’m so proud of these
young men.  I have had the
privilege of being part of
Troop 5 many, many years.
I was seeking donations
for the event from volun-
teers at the food pantry,
and as an older volunteer
was in the middle of mak-
ing a donation, this young
lady was packing boxes
there.  She was a recent
award recipient, Madison
Hasnani, who had been
awarded $200. Soon after,
she decided to donate $50
to the Alzheimer’s Walk.
Believe me, I did not re-
quest this, but this young
lady, with her big heart,
wanted to help. I was so
happy to see that she really
cared about the event, and
wanted to help us win this
battle against Alzheimer’s.”  
Madison Vincent is the

Communications Manager
over the Alzheimer’s Asso-
ciation. She stated, “Walk
to End Alzheimer's is more
than a walk. It is an expe-
rience for the local com-
munity to learn about
Alzheimer's disease and
how to get involved with
this critical cause, from ad-
vocacy opportunities and
clinical studies enrollment

to support programs and
services. Walk participants
also honor those affected
by Alzheimer's disease
with the poignant Promise
Garden ceremony.” 
“Walk to End

Alzheimer's is held in
more than 600 communi-
ties and is the world's
largest event to raise funds
and awareness of
Alzheimer's care, support
and research. Funds raised
from the event help us
continue to provide free
programs and services to
local families with loved
ones facing Alzheimer's
disease,” according to Vin-
cent. 
Monthly, the

Alzheimer's Association
offers educational presen-
tations, and support
groups. 
The Alzheimer's Associ-

ation is one of the most
recognized organizations
to help end the disease in
the nation. Vincent ex-
pressed, “Our mission is
to eliminate Alzheimer's
disease through the ad-
vancement of research, to
provide and enhance care
and support for all af-
fected, and to reduce the
risk of dementia through
the promotion of brain
health.”
Vincent explained that

there are 10 warning signs
of Alzheimer's disease.
Every individual may ex-
perience one or more of
these symptoms in a dif-

ferent degree. Here is a list
of those signs: 
1. Memory loss that dis-

rupts daily life. 
2. Challenges in plan-

ning or solving problems. 
3. Difficulty completing

familiar tasks at home,
work or at leisure. 
4. Confusion with time

or place
5. Trouble understand-

ing visual or spatial rela-
tionships
6. New problems with

words in speaking or writ-
ing

7. Misplacing things
and losing the ability to re-
trace steps
8. Decreased or poor

judgement
9. Withdrawal from

work or social activities 
10. Changes in mood

or personality 
“Early detection is key to

improving an individual's
quality of life. It can help
the individual receive pos-
sible treatments, be a part
of the decision making
process and enroll in pos-
sible clinical trials. We
would like to thank every-
one who attended the
event. The event raised
more than $24,000 this
year.” said Vincent.  
If you would like to get

involved with the
Alzheimer's Association or
have questions about
Alzheimer's disease please
call our office at
1.800.272.3900 or visit
alz.org.  
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Pictured are members of the local Boy Scout Troop 5, and their troop Leaders. 
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