
Tracy Malone has decided to part
ways with the Whitwell Tigers. Malone
coached the Tiger football team last
year in his first, and only season. His
record that season of 6-6 overall,
pushed the Tigers into the playoffs until
their run came to an end after their
close loss to Columbia Academy. 

Regarding his resignation, Malone
stated, “I want to thank Mark Griffith
and Teena Casseday for their support
throughout my time in Whitwell. You'll
be hard-pressed to find two more loyal
people to work for. It simply came
down to the fact that it was not the right
fit for me, the community or my family.
I have a tremendous opportunity to
work in real estate and it's something I
couldn't pass up. 2017 will be very spe-
cial in Whitwell with 20 starters return-
ing and the coaching staff we've put in

place. There comes a time when you
have to put what's best for your family
above ambition. My wife and sons have
supported me along every step of the
way. It's time I put their needs first. I
won't rule out coaching again in the fu-
ture but for now, it's the best move for
my family at this time.”

Director of Marion County Schools
Mark Griffith, released a statement on
this matter. Griffith added, “Coach Mal-
one felt there was a need to go into the
real estate business full time for the bet-
terment of his family. We wish him well
in his future endeavors.” Whitwell High
School Principal, Teena Casseday was
contacted for comment, however, there
was no immediate response. 

As of right now, there are no confir-
mations as to who will be taking over as
head football coach for the Tigers foot-
ball team. 
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The arrest of Holly
Rutledge was origi-
nally made in early
February 2016. When
the Marion County
Grand Jury heard evi-
dence brought forth
in the case, an indict-
ment was placed
against Rutledge for
First Degree Murder
and Aggravated Child
Abuse. 

The Tennessee Bu-
reau of Investigation
(TBI) released a press
release on the matter
around that same time. 

It has been almost a year since the death of 5-
year-old Lucas, and the case was set to go to trial
January 25 of this year. However, it has now been
moved to the week of June 12. 

Recently, a motion was made on this case origi-
nally to reschedule it to January 30 due to a sched-
uling conflict with an expert witness with the state.
That same issue occurred on the side of Defendant
Rutledge. After the defense council brought to light
the scheduling issues, there was a verbal motion
made the week of January 16 to reschedule the trial
date for June. 

We will continue to follow this story as it unfolds. 

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Holly Rutledge

Drug bust takes
place at Castle

Motel in Whitwell

According to an interview with the Whitwell Police
(WPD) Officers Kenneth Seagraves, and Chief Rodney
Easterly, on Wednesday, January 18, at 10:52 a.m., Chief
Rodney Easterly pulled up to room  # 4 at Castle's Motel
in Whitwell. The door to the motel room was open. Ear-
lier that day, the WPD received a tip that there was nar-
cotics activity going on in the area. Upon arrival, Chief
Easterly stopped by the room in order to do a field inter-
view. He wanted to speak to the individuals renting the
room. Chief Easterly did recognize one of the individu-
als as Cody Foster. There was another unnamed individ-
ual at the location as well. 

At that time, Chief Easterly asked the individuals to
speak with him and attempted to check both subjects for
weapons on their person for officer safety purposes.

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

WPD Officer Hernandez
brings unique experience

to community  

Guillermo Hernandez, perhaps bet-
ter known as Bill, has a very inter-

esting story. Originally from
Naples, Florida, Hernandez has

called many states home and,
at one point in his life,
resided in Mexico. With
everything he has gone
through, this father of two,
now finds himself as an of-
ficer for the Whitwell Po-
lice Department. According

to Police Chief Rodney East-
erly, the department could not

be happier to have him. 
Before joining the Whitwell Po-

lice Department, he worked as an
officer in Monteagle. However, he
felt he needed to move on.  This
move has been a great benefit not
only to the city of Whitwell, but to

Marion County as a whole. 
According to Hernandez, the people

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer
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Local actress performs lead role at the Chattanooga Theatre Centre

Jennah Fitzgerald is a local
Marion County resident with
multiple talents. In a previous
issue of the Jasper Journal,
Fitzgerald talked  about the
production “The Snow
Queen,” originally scripted by
Hans Christian Anderson,
however, it has been adapted
to the stage by Scott Dunlap.

Fitzgerald said, “It has been
an amazing experience. The
rehearsals were great to be a
part of. It is so much fun to

work and interact with every-
body. I have met so many peo-
ple, and made so many
friends. I love it.” 

“Some of my favorite parts
of this show are the effects.
There is one scene in the be-
ginning where they break the
glass on stage. I think it looks
so beautiful, and it really
makes an impact that sets the
tone for the show. I loved
being able to play Gerda." 

Dr. Josh Holtcamp, assistant
principal of Whitwell Middle
School (WMS), said,
”Whitwell Middle School is

honored to have Jennah's tal-
ent showcased in an arena
outside of the school. Jennah
is a talented singer and actress
and we are so proud of her ac-
complishments. We look for-
ward to seeing her perform in
Snow Queen as well as up-
coming school performances."

Fitzgerald performed as the
main character, Gerda, in mul-
tiple performances spanning
from January 27 that will con-
tinue through to February 5.
Students from Whitwell Mid-
dle School were able to travel
to Chattanooga to see Fitzger-

ald during one of her day
shows. Fitzgerald expressed “I
am so happy that my class-
mates were able to come and
see me. This has been one of
my biggest dreams, ever since I
was little, and to see so much
support makes me feel really
happy.” 

Now that this show is get-
ting ready to come to an end,
Fitzgerald is already looking
toward her next venture. She
added that she would be
preparing herself for her next
audition at the Chattanooga
Theatre Centre.  

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Jennah Fitzgerald

WHS grad selected
for Tennessee Bar

Foundation

The Tennessee Bar
Foundation was created in
1982 to honor attorneys
that are a credit to their
profession, to fund law-re-
lated public service proj-
ects and to administrate
the Interest on Lawyers’
Trust Accounts. This year,
Keith Davis was selected
as one of 31 Fellows from
across the state to serve in
the Fellows Class of 2017. 

The selection process
begins with the preceding
Fellows class casting their

nominations. Those nom-
inations are vetted and
threshed down through
committees representing
the three grand geo-

By David Riley
Publisher

Keith Davis

Tracy Malone  

Malone resigns as Whitwell High School
Head Football Coach 

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer
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Trial date rescheduled
for murder case of

Lucas Michael Dillon


