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Local born musician
Corey Layne to 

compete on The Voice

Shop Rite Supermarket parent company files bankruptcy

Corey Layne has been singing for quite some time.
Now he has the opportunity to audition on the hit tele-
vision singing competition, The Voice. The show has seen
amazing talents from all over, and now Layne is going to
be a part of it. 

“I initially have been singing for years, however I
moved on a different path after my brother’s car accident.
I felt like I needed to move away from singing into a dif-
ferent direction. However when this opportunity came
up, it was my wife who urged me to go for it. She told me
it was an opportunity of a lifetime,” said Layne. 

Layne ended up making a deal with his wife that if he
could get 150 likes, and 50 shares on Facebook then he
would try out. The response was incredible. Layne ended
up seeing approximately 600 likes, and 400 shares.  It was
an unexpected response that showed Layne his fan base
still supports him. 

After this, he decided to go to the audition. “It was a
very long process that took just about all day. I walked in
at seven in the morning, and didn’t get to audition until
five in the afternoon. Upon trying out, I was in a group
with 10 other people. At first they did not pick anybody
from the group, however, I was stopped and asked to au-
dition with another song. Once I did that, I was selected
for a call back," added Layne. 

After succeeding in the callbacks, Layne was selected
to be a part of the blind auditions. The blind auditions
are set to begin in September, however, no  further de-
tails regarding the auditions themselves could be given. 

Layne is very excited about the audition. The support
he has seen already is overwhelming, and he hopes it con-
tinues when he takes part in the blind auditions. 

American Consumers,
Inc., doing business as
Shop-Rite Supermarkets,
filed for Chapter 11 bank-

ruptcy in U.S. Bankruptcy
Court of Eastern District of
Tennessee. Chapter 11
bankruptcy allows the
debtor to reorganize debt
with the goal of continuing
operations. American Con-

sumers operates seven
Shop-Rite markets, includ-
ing one in Jasper,  and an-
other in Stevenson,
Alabama. The company has
court approval for meeting
payroll obligations for the

immediate future.
The full schedule of out-

standing debts is due to the
court by January 31. The
bankruptcy court case,
presided over by Judge
Nicholas Wittenburg, was

submitted on January 17. As
part of the proceedings,
American Consumers, Inc.
requested a 30 day morato-
rium on utilities discon-
necting service to allow the
company time to compose a

more complete list of debts
for the court. 

At press time, there was
no official statement from
the company outside of the
filing papers for the court.

By David Riley
Publisher

Jasper Journal/Vanessa Torres

Pictured left to right, SRO Amanda Campbell, Officer Guillermo (Bill) Hernandez, Chief Rodney Easterly, Officer
Kenneth Seagraves, Whitwell First Grade Teacher Latisha Grayson, and Student-Teacher Jessica Peeters along with
the students from Ms. Grayson’s Class. 

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Marion County
Board of Education

meets 

On January 17, the Marion County Board of Educa-
tion held their first meeting of 2017. 

With this being the first meeting of the new year,  mul-
tiple points were up for discussion. The budget for the
new year was on the table, and the board made the fol-
lowing approvals: 

•    Budget Amendments 
•    Federal projects fund 142 (amendment #3)

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Corey Layne

Whitwell schools partner with Whitwell Police
Department for Hispanic Integration Program

Whitwell’s schools have the highest
population of Hispanics within the
Marion County School system. This
number is growing at a rapid rate.
With that being said, there are not
many role models in the area that can
relate to the Hispanic students ac-
cording to Whitwell Elementary
School Principal, David Smith. 

Smith, in partnership with
Whitwell Police, has been working to
infuse officer Guillermo (Bill) Her-
nandez into the schools. Smith ex-
presses that the students would be
able to connect with him, and look
up to him because of his Hispanic
heritage, and his bilingual abilities. 

The Whitwell Police Department
has decided to allow for Hernandez
to visit the schools, and sit down with
the students to interact with and mo-
tivate them. According to Smith,
there are many students who don’t
speak much English or none at all, so

to have the assistance of Hernandez
available at any time is a great benefit
to the local schools. 

“I want the kids to have someone
they can really relate to, and be a role
model for them. Give them the moti-
vation needed to stay in school, work
hard, and really feel comfortable
while attending school here. No mat-
ter where they came from, or what
language they speak, they are our stu-
dents,” said Smith. Hernandez has al-
ready proven how much help he can
be with the schools on multiple occa-
sions. One example is a situation with
a teacher/parent meeting where Her-
nandez was able to translate. If he had
not been there,  the interaction from
the teacher to the parents would have
been nearly impossible. It allowed for
the parents to be comfortable in the
situation as well. 

Currently, the Marion County
School system does not have as many
tools as the urban areas to support
these students, so this is a great start

for not only Whitwell, but all of Mar-
ion County. 

The Whitwell Police Department is
currently working on organizing a set
time frame on a biweekly basis for
Hernandez to visit with the students
and give them time for multiple ac-
tivities.  “It would really be a step in
the right direction to allow for the
students to have someone to talk to
like Hernandez,” said Whitwell Police
Chief Rodney Easterly. 

Local officers are very excited about
this new program,  “It would really be
a great benefit for us all in our area,”
expressed Student Resource Officer
Amanda Campbell. “Hernandez is a
wonderful person to work with, I
have known him for a long time.
These kids can really benefit from
him,” said  Whitwell Police Officer,
Kenneth Seagraves. 

This program is already in motion,
Smith and the Whitwell Police De-
partment are very excited for what is
to come in the future. 

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer

Marion County News is expanding

The staff at Marion County News-
papers is excited to announce that we
will be premiering MCNews as a
weekly newscast starting on February
2. Since September 2016, we have in-
tegrated video segments onto all of
our social media platforms. For those
who are not aware, we have shared
content including but not limited to: 

•    Breaking News 
•    Exclusive Interviews 
•    Sports Recaps 

•    On scene reporting 
With every segment we have shared

with you, we have integrated them
into both the Jasper Journal, and the
South Pittsburg Hustler. There has
been so much positive feedback with
the added coverage that expanding to
a weekly news program was to be ex-
pected. 

Our inaugural episode will pre-
miere on February 2, at 6 p.m.  on
these platforms:

Website: http://www.marioncoun-
tynewstn.com/ 

YouTube: Channel: StaffWriter
News

F a c e b o o k :
@MCNews.Journal.Hustler

Twitter:  @MCNews_J_H
I n s t a g r a m :

@mcnews_journal_hustler

Each episode will feature local, and
regional news from across Marion
County. We will also feature special
guests. We are very excited, and hope
you tune in.  Follow us on our social
media to hear about who our first
guest will be. 

By Vanessa Torres
Staff Writer
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